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November 6. Assistant Surgeon Currie was relieved from duty at 
New Orleans and directed to proceed to Angel Island, California. 

November 7. Assistant Surgeon de Vallin was relieved from duty 
at New Orleans and directed to proceed to Baltimore, Md. 

The following letter, dated October 23, 1905, addressed by Dr. Quit- 
man Kohnke, health officer of the city of New Orleans, to Surgeon 
A. C. Smith, Public Health and Marine-Hospital Service, stationed at 
that city, was transmitted by Surgeon Smith to the Bureau for publi- 
cation: 

Your letter of July 22 to the Surgeon-General, published in Public Health Report 
of July 28, contains an expression which has been wrongly construed. The report 
states that you were referred to me by Doctor Souchon to see cases suspected of 
yellow fever, and that I replied to your request that I did not have control of any, 
and that "they were all in the practice of private physicians who would not consent 
to have their cases investigated." The quoted phrase is susceptible of interpretation 
other than the one I believe intended. My reply was, if I correctly remember, that 
you should not have been referred to me since I did not control the official exami- 
nation and had no authority to introduce you into cases under investigation, and 
that the attending physician would doubtless exercise his right to object. 

I am sure this is consistent with your recollection, and that you did not intend to 
convey in your report the idea that physicians would not consent to have their cases 
investigated. 

Commenting on Doctor Kohnke's communication, Surgeon Smith, in 
his letter of transmittal, states: 

I did not intend to have it understood that Doctor Kohnke had said that physi- 
cians of New Orleans were refusing to have their suspicious cases investigated, and 
I only applied his words to my own request to be brought into the investigation. If 
any wrong impression has been conveyed by the words of my report I desire to 
correct it. 

November 8. Surgeon White reported that there were no new cases 
of yellow fever and no deaths from the disease at New Orleans on that 
date, and that the two cases under treatment had passed the danger 
point. 

ASIATIC CHOLERA IN EUROPE. 

The following dispatches relative to precautions being taken at 
Italian ports against the introduction of Asiatic cholera have been 
received through the Department of State: 

September 27. From Consul Bishop, Palermo: 

The presence of Asiatic cholera in various parts of Europe has already been noted 
by me for a considerable time past, and in consequence a careful watch has been 
kept for any signs of its appearance here. The emigrants sailing from this port are 
with very few exceptions from this and other districts of Sicily. When any others 
present themselves, their place of original departure is ascertained, and if any sus- 
picious circumstances appear they will be detained under observation, in accord- 
ance with the provisions of the quarantine laws of the United States. The Cunard 
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Line steamers touch here with emigrants from Fiume, Austria, on their way, via 
Naples, to New York, but that line is not allowed to take, in Italy, any other than 
first or second class passengers. Such passengers also are subjected to due observation. 

September 28. From Consul Byington, Naples: 

There is a special station of the United States Public Health and Marine-Hospital 
Service at this consulate. That service has been duly notified of the conditions of 
this port and special instructions have been communicated to their representatives 
here. Should there be any attempt to divert the immigration from its ordinary 
channel, I will immediately notify the Department. 

October 3. From Consul Roche, Genoa: 

I have called at the prefect's office, which is the headquarters governing all mari- 
time and quarantine matters. I learned that all vessels arriving in any Italian port 
from German ports in the Baltic and North seas, and from Russian ports in the gulfs 
of Bothnia and Finland, are visited by the authorities of the port at which they 
arrive, and the captain of each vessel must give "costituto;" that is, he must make 
an affidavit concerning the health of all persons on board and the sanitary precau- 
tions adopted on the voyage. The authorities have the right to make full examina- 
tion into the conditions of the vessel according to the result of said "costituto." 
The department of the interior has summoned all the sanitary officials accredited to 
the quarantine office in order that the amplest attention may be given to this especial 
duty. I have private information, or, rather, opinion, not official, although from a 
doctor in official service who does not wish his name mentioned, who says: "Although 
cases of cholera have been verified in some ports of Prussia and Russia in the Baltic 
Sea, yet a vessel bound to this port would have to be at sea, say, from seven to ten 
days, thus affording sufficient time for the development of the disease, if any there 
were. Cholera is too far from Genoa to do us any harm. It would certainly be a 
very different case if this disease had appeared in the immediate ports, say Marseille 
or some near-by port of Spain. This would naturally demand our strict attention as 
to the thorough disinfection of a ship before being admitted to 'pratique.' " 

No cases of cholera nearer than those above mentioned have been discovered, and 
the authorities here have no apprehension on the subject, while every reasonable 
precaution is apparently being taken for any emergency. The office of sanitd 
marittima always possesses a plentiful supply of disinfectants and is furnished with 
proper disinfecting machines. 

The following is a copy of a statement, dated October 7, made by the 
German imperial ministry of the interior and transmitted from the em- 
bassy of the United States, Berlin, through the Department of State: 

In connection with the communication of the 16th ultimo the following informa- 
tion in regard to the appearance of cholera in the German Empire will be of interest. 
Since the date mentioned there have occurred 71 cases of cholera, of which 21 
proved fatal; consequently the total number of cases up to to-day is 267 and the 
number of deaths is 92. Since the 23d ultimo not more than' 4 cases or 2 deaths 
occurred on any day, and on six days there were no deaths, and on two days neither 
cases nor deaths to be recorded. In 1 fatal case, which has remained single, the 
disease was brought by water to Berlin by a sailor coming from the river Warthe. 
The other cases of the last three weeks were distributed over some districts of the 
Vistula and Oder territory. It is to be noted from this that of the ports only Stettin 
has been reached by the disease. A ship captain died there from cholera on Sep- 
tember 17, while in two neighboring places 6 cases, 3 of them fatal, occurred between 
September 21 and September 25. 
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The German porta and large cities are accordingly entirely free from cholera, and 
the hope expressed at the end of the last communication, that there would be no 
epidemic in the German Empire, may be considered as realized by the results of the 
last weeks. 

October 18, 21, and 25. Passed Assistant Surgeon McLaughlin 
reported from Berlin, Germany: 

No Russians are taken at Fiume, but they accept Galicians and others from the 
northeastern part of the Austro-Hungarian Empire, which is also considered sus- 
picious territory. At Trieste Russians are accepted. At Rotterdam and Antwerp I 
have been informed that Russians or Galicians have not been barred at any time, 
although it is said that the persons from infected districts are detained under obser- 
vation at least five days and their baggage disinfected. I have no way of finding out 
how efficiently this work is done in Rotterdam or Antwerp. I am informed by the 
consul-general at Berlin, who has recently arrived here from Havre, that the French 
line refuses to accept Russians at Havre. Bremen, Germany, is accepting Russians 
under restrictions which comply with our regulations, and when I left Hamburg 
(October 7) the Hamburg sanitary authorities were about to permit the shipping of 
Russians from Hamburg under restrictions of detention and disinfection which are 
in accord with our regulations. 

This morning the consul-general received notice from the State Department of my 
detail for duty in Berlin, with a request to assist me as far as possible, and he will 
now make an official request, through the American embassy, to the proper authori- 
ties. The imperial health office really receive their information from the Prussian 
institute of infectious diseases, and I expect now in a few days to have the privileges 
of the laboratory of the Institut fiir Infections Krankheiten. 

This intitute is under the direction of Professor Gaffky, and the specimens of all 
cholera suspects are investigated and diagnosis is made in this laboratory. I will then 
be in a position to forward information even more promptly than at present. The 
cholera situation is in the hands of the Prussian authorities, because as yet there 
have been no cases in Germany outside of Prussia. The official Reichsanzeiger of 
October 16 states that the 5 bacilli carriers on the Stolpe estate (district of Nieder- 
barnim) consist of a woman and 4 children from among the local resident laborers' 
families, who had lived with the Hungarian farm laborers in one house. All 5 had 
already been under observation. Of the cases already reported, 1 in the district of 
Marienburg and 1 fatal case in Schwedenhohe (district of Bromberg) proved not 
to be due to cholera. The total number of cases therefore now amounts to 278 (with 
90 deaths). 

The Reichsanzeiger of October 17 reports a case of suspected cholera in Lipke (dis- 
trict of Filehne) — a raftsman on the network of canals. As a supplement to the 
September report 2 bacilli carriers are mentioned in Adolfsdorf, district of Wirsitz. 
The total number of cholera cases now amounts to 281 (90 deaths) . 

According to the imperial health office bulletin there were registered during the 
week ended October 14, 15 cases of cholera (including 9 bacilli carriers) and 1 death. 
The following is the corrected count: 



Up to September 2 

For the week ended— 

September 9 

September 16 

September 23 

September 30 

October 7 



Cases. Deaths. 



44 J 


23 


59 1 


28 


42 ! 


20 


26 ! 


9 


15 j 


3 


2 


1 
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The total number of cases registered from the outbreak of the disease up to Octo- 
ber 14 amounted to 203 (including 29 otherwise healthy bacilli carriers), with 85 
deaths. According to the Reichsanzeiger, of October 21, the total number of cholera 
cases recorded now amounts to 280, with 90 deaths. 

The official reports from Russia, as received by the imperial German health 
department, indicate a remarkable increase in the number of cases of cholera in the 
districts immediately adjoining the Russo-German frontier. According to official 
reports extending up to the 7th of September there were among the numerous per- 
sons suspected to be suffering with cholera in the Vistula provinces of Russia no 
cases of cholera definitely established. According to a statement published by the 
Russian commission for combating plague and cholera, there were registered within 
the boundaries of the Russian Empire during the current year only a few cholera 
cases in the Caucasus territory, and on the 19th and 21st of April some cases in 
Aschabad and Zarizyn. Since that time no cases of cholera had, according to the 
report of the commission, been reported; the report adding that since that time no 
cases of cholera had occurred in the Vistula district or in the w T estern government 
district, and that no cholera cases had occurred last year. 

According to an official report made by the governor of Kiev, published on the 
14th of September, 12 persons in the village of Wyssozk, in the district of Vladimir- 
Volynsk, were suffering with "gastric symptoms of an epidemic character," 4 of 
whom died. On September 18 suspected cholera cases were reported in the districts 
of Lomza, Ostrolenka, and Mazowieck, with the remark that the results of the bacte- 
riological examination had not been made known. According to a newspaper 
report, 10 cases of cholera (with 5 deaths) have occurred in the government district 
of Volhynien. According to an official statement dated September 26 the total 
number of cases of cholera registered in the Russian Empire since September 13 
amounted to 27, with 17 deaths. In Warsaw the first case of cholera was definitely 
established on the 27th of September. Five persons were simultaneously taken 
sick with symptoms supicious of cholera. According to an official statement dated 
September 30 there were registered in the Russian Vistula district during the 
period from September 21 to 27, 47 cases of cholera and 25 deaths, bringing the 
total number of cases up to 50, with 28 deaths. During the week ended October 4 
there occurred in the Vistula district of Russia 66 new cholera cases and 33 deaths. 
Of the 66 fresh cases 34 occurred in the town of Lomza, 15 in the district of the 
same name, 10 in the city of Lodz, 5 in the district of Ostrolenka, 1 each in the 
towns of Warsaw and Sandomir. 

Since my last report (October 21) no cases resembling cholera have been reported 
and no deaths have occurred in Germany, the totals remaining the same, viz, to 
date, 281 cases and 90 deaths. No cases have been officially reported in Galicia 
( A ustro- Hungary) since the early part of September, but new cases may appear there 
at any time, owing to the intimate water communication between Russia and Galicia. 

The measures taken by the German health authorities seem to have the desired 
effect, and a focus is obliterated very soon after its establishment by their prompt, 
vigorous action. In view of the fact that cholera is increasing in Russia in the prov- 
inces adjoining East Prussia and Galicia and in the districts which are drained by 
the Vistula and which are in direct water communication with Prussia, constant vig- 
ilance will be necessary on the part of the German authorities to prevent reinfection 
of Prussia. The ease with which infection might be introduced and the difficulty of 
the problem faced by the Germans can be best appreciated by a careful study of the 
map of southwestern Russia, Galicia, and Prussia. It will be observed that the 
great divide or watershed formed by the Carpathian Mountains separates the rivers 
flowing north to the Baltic or east toward the Black or Caspian seas from those flow- 
ing south tributary to the Danube. The country south of the Carpathians has so far 
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escaped infection, thanks to its geographical situation; only that part of the Austrian 
Empire lying north of the Carpathian chain, viz, Galicia, and which is drained by 
the same system of rivers and in direct water communication with Russia and Prus- 
sia, has been infected. The Vistula, Oder (including Warthe), and Elbe (including 
the Spree and Havel) are connected by numerous canals, making a very complete 
network of waterways intimately connecting the Polish province of Russia, thenorth- 
ern part of Austro-Hungary, and the Prussian provinces. 

Due credit should be given the German sanitary officers for their splendid work. 
The present apparent freedom from infection, however, can be maintained only by 
the continuance of the untiring vigilance and prompt action w T hich they have already 
displayed since the beginning of the outbreak. 

October 31. Passed Asst. Surg. A. J. McLaughlin was informed 
that the Bureau thought it advisable that he should forward to the 
various consulates at seaports where emigrants from suspected or 
infected localities embark for United States ports authentic infor- 
mation that he may receive regarding the prevalence of cholera in any 
localities, and the ports from which it may be expected that emigrants 
from infected localities may embark for the United States. 

October 19. From Consul Brittain, Kehl, Germany, through the 
Department of State, relative to the appearance of cholera in the city 
of Strasburg, Alsace, Germany: 

I am informed that the first case developed this week in an army recruit from the 
city of Thorn, in the infected district in the eastern part of Germany. The soldier 
has been taken to the lazaretto, and his associates are isolated. A second case devel- 
oped to-day. Should the disease spread to other parts of the city, I will inform the 
Department by cable. 

[Reports to the Surgeon-General Public Health and Marine-Hospital Service.] 

Report from Vineyard Haven, Mass. — Case of measles on schooner 
Joseph W. Hawthorne. 

Surgeon Carmichael reports, November 3, as follows: 

A case of measles was admitted to this hospital from the schooner 

Joseph W. Hawthorne, en route from Bangor, Me., to New York, on 

November 2, 1905. 
The case has been placed in the isolation ward. 

INSPECTION SERVICE, MEXICAN BOEDER. 

Inspection at Eagle Pass, Tex. 
Acting Assistant Surgeon Hume reports as follows: 

Week 

ended 

Oct. 28, 

1905. 



Persons inspected on trains . 
Persons heid. 
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